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  THE BIBLICAL TEXT①

1 Thessalonians 2:1–12 (NKJV)

1  For you yourselves know, brethren, that our coming to you was not in vain.

2  But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi, as you know, 
we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict.

3  For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit.

4  But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we 
speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.

5  For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for 
covetousness—God is witness.

6  Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have 
made demands as apostles of Christ.

7  But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children.

8  So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the 
gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.

9  For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might 
not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.

10  You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved 
ourselves among you who believe;

11  as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a 
father does his own children,

12  that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.
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  DEVOTIONAL②

Read this before the group meets · approximately 1 minute

“...even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.” — 
1 Thessalonians 2:4

Before you open your mouth to share your faith, have you opened your hands? Paul's plea in 
this passage is quietly unsettling — not because he demands more, but because he shows us 
how little we need to bring. The gospel already carries the power. Our only question is whether 
we will deliver it or decorate it.

Many of us hold back from witness because we are afraid to fail. Paul redraws that line. 
Faithfulness is our assignment; transformation is God's. You are not responsible for the harvest 
— only for the seed. And the seed is good enough without your embellishments.

Paul arrived in Thessalonica with scars still fresh from Philippi. He preached anyway. That is 
what it looks like to carry the gospel without getting in God's way. Someone near you this week 
needs what you already know. You don't need more preparation — you need more availability.

For Reflection:

● Where have I been adding my own agenda — promises, embellishments, or fears — 
that may be getting in God's way?

● Is there someone God has placed near me this week so that I might speak faithfully, not 
eloquently?

● Do I genuinely believe success belongs to God, or do I still measure my faithfulness by 
the response I receive?

Go this week not as someone with all the answers — but as someone who carries the only 
Answer.
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  COMMENTARY — Sermon Outline with Notes③

Teacher preparation resource · Full text organized under outline headings

The gospel messenger who does not get in God's way is marked by 
dedicated boldness and irreproachable demeanor — in coming, in content, in 

conduct, and in care.

Introduction

Back in 1967, a gospel team from Miami Christian College headed up the East Coast — all the 
way to Maine and back in three weeks. Before they left, the college president offered one word 
of counsel: “Don't get in God's way.” That charge is the heartbeat of 1 Thessalonians 2:1–12. 
Paul is not writing autobiography here; he is writing a defense of his ministry — and in 
defending it, he paints a master class in what it looks like to deliver the gospel faithfully. The text 
puts a pointed question to every messenger: Are you carrying the gospel, or are you getting in 
its way?

I.  Paul's Dedication — 2:1–2

A.  Paul's Coming — 2:1

Paul appeals to shared memory — it had been only about six months since his visit. The 
Thessalonians had watched pagan itinerant philosophers cycle through their city for years. Like 
the snake-oil salesmen of the Old West, these men arrived with persuasive words, collected 
money from the gullible, and moved on. Paul is saying: I was not like them. And you know it.

His coming was not in vain — not a failure. He draws a sharp distinction about where success 
and failure reside in gospel ministry:

Success belongs to God. If any fruit came from Paul's preaching, God gets the credit. The 
gospel carries its own inherent power; the messenger cannot manufacture conversion.

Failure belongs to man — either to Paul if he failed in content or conviction, or to the 
Thessalonians if they failed in faith or follow-up. But if Paul delivered the gospel faithfully and 
some rejected it, Paul had not failed. His job was not to get people saved — that is the Holy 
Spirit's work. His job was to carry the pure, undiluted gospel and say, Here is what you must do 
to be saved. If he did that, he succeeded.

“If I go out and witness to ten people and nine reject it, I was not a failure nine times. If I 
presented the gospel faithfully and didn't get in God's way, I am not a failure at all.”

B.  Paul's Circumstance — 2:2

1.  They Saw His Body — 2:2a

“But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated at Philippi...”
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Paul moved almost directly from Philippi to Thessalonica (Acts 17:1 — passing through 
Amphipolis and Apollonia without stopping). When he arrived, the marks of the rod were still on 
his back. The Thessalonians could see from his body that he had not been beaten into silence. 
He had come anyway. That is dedication.

2.  They Saw His Boldness — 2:2b

“...we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much conflict.”

There was conflict in Thessalonica too (Acts 17:5–9). Opposition followed Paul across city lines. 
But he preached. That takes a particular kind of dedication — one that is not contingent on 
reception, comfort, or safety. He was bold not in himself, but in his God.

II.  Paul's Demeanor — 2:3–12

A.  Paul's Assertions — 2:3–4

1.  His Integrity Was Undisputed — 2:3–4b

a.  The Truth Shown — 2:3

“For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit.”

Paul identifies three ways a gospel messenger can corrupt his message — and denies all three. 
His exhortation was:

Free from error (doubtful content) — The early converts, many of them Jewish or Gentile 
proselytes, had access to the Old Testament Scriptures. Like the Bereans who came shortly 
after, at least some of them checked Paul's message against Scripture. They found it true. The 
gospel is verifiable.

Free from uncleanness (defiling conduct) — The pagan religious world was saturated with 
sexual immorality. Temple prostitutes were a feature of worship in cities like Ephesus. Paul's 
ministry had none of that. The gospel is pure.

Free from deceit (misleading promises) — Paul did not trick people or overstate the benefits of 
faith. Consider what was explicitly off the table:

●   “You will be more prosperous.” (You might get fired.)✗

●   “You will be happier.” (Some people's lives became harder after conversion.)✗

●   “Your marriage will be better.” (Some spouses left when their partner came to faith.)✗

Don't make promises the gospel doesn't make. Don't withhold the promises it does make. What 
Paul was authorized to offer — and did offer — was this:

●   You will have eternal life.✓

●   Your sins will be forgiven.✓

●   You will have a personal relationship with the God of the universe.✓

●   You will have a home in heaven — a place prepared for you.✓

b.  The Truth Spoken — 2:4a–b
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  A Sacred Responsibility — 2:4a

“But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel...”

Paul had been tested and approved — dokimazō, the word used for assaying metals in fire. 
God had trusted Paul with the gospel in precisely the same way Paul had trusted God for his 
salvation: same Greek word, pisteuō. The symmetry is intentional. Paul was entrusted with the 
gospel by the One he had trusted for his life. That same trust has been extended to every 
believer. The Great Commission is not a clergy assignment; it is a whole-church commission. 
God has believed in you enough to put His gospel in your hands.

  A Simple Response — 2:4b

“...even so we speak.”

That is it. Three words. God entrusts the gospel to you — you speak it. The apostolic logic is 
refreshingly uncomplicated. Paul expands this in 2 Corinthians 5:20: we are ambassadors for 
Christ, with God Himself pleading through us — not a clever argument, not an emotional appeal, 
but Christ standing in us, imploring through us: “Be reconciled to God.”

2.  His Integrity Was Undisturbed — 2:4c

“...not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.”

Paul's integrity was not rattled by outside pressure to conform, soften, or edit the message. He 
was not trying to fill seats with impressed people; he was trying to fill heaven with saved ones. 
The goal shapes the method.

The gospel is not given in shades of gray. It is black and white: people are saved or lost, going 
to heaven or hell. Jesus is not a way — He is the way. As one preacher put it: “We are not filling 
our halls with saints who have been wowed by the blast of our language. We are filling heaven 
with sinners who have been washed in the blood of the Lamb.”

B.  Paul's Actions — 2:5–9

1.  What He Refused — 2:5–6

a.  He Refused All Guile — 2:5a

“For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know...”

There is nothing wrong with sincere praise. But flattery deployed to manipulate — to soften 
someone up in order to extract something from them — is an insult to the gospel. It implies the 
gospel is not good enough on its own. And when a person senses they are being beguiled, they 
pull back. Flattery does not draw people to the gospel; it pushes them away from the 
messenger.

b.  He Refused All Gain — 2:5b

“...nor a cloak for covetousness — God is witness.”

Paul did not get rich from ministry. In Romans 7, he tells us that as he examined himself against 
the Ten Commandments, he moved through the first nine with relative confidence — until he hit 
the tenth: “You shall not covet.” That one exposed him. He admitted covetousness had been a 

Page 6 of 16



problem. But where he had the opportunity to exploit the gospel for financial gain, he refused it. 
God was his witness — and that is a high standard of accountability.

c.  He Refused All Glory — 2:6

“Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have made 
demands as apostles of Christ.”

Paul had as much right as any of the Twelve to demand honor and support. He was not one of 
the original twelve apostles, and he had to defend that apostleship vigorously — especially to 
the Corinthians (2 Cor. 10–13). He had the rights. He reserved the right not to exercise them, 
lest his rights become an obstacle to the gospel. Paul's life verse might well have been 
Galatians 6:14: “God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” He would not take the glory.

2.  What He Revealed — 2:7–8

a.  His Love — 2:7–8a

“But we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother cherishes her own children. So, 
affectionately longing for you...”

Paul went farther than delivering a message. A nursing mother does not hand a baby a theology 
book — she holds, feeds, warms, and gives of her own body. That is the word Paul uses: 
trophos — nursing mother, a rare and intimate term. Little baby Christians need to be fed, loved, 
and nurtured. Evangelism is not a transaction; it is the opening of a relationship.

b.  His Life — 2:8b

“...we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, 
because you had become dear to us.”

Evangelism is not only a hands-on job — it is an arms-around job. The gospel is delivered 
through lives given, not just words spoken. Paul shared himself with the Thessalonians. That is 
what made the difference between a message and a ministry.

3.  What He Reserved — 2:9

“For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might not 
be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.”

Paul reserved the right to minister without financial charge. He, Titus, and Timothy likely worked 
as tentmakers (cf. Acts 18), funding their own needs so that no one could accuse them of 
preaching for profit. Money came to him from Philippi (Philippians 4:16) — but not from 
Thessalonica. While he was with them, he worked. His ministry would not be maligned by 
financial entanglement.

C.  Paul's Attitude — 2:10

1.  Paul Calls His Witnesses — 2:10a

“You are witnesses, and God also...”
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Paul calls two witnesses. First, the Thessalonians themselves — they watched him live. 
Second, God. To call God as your witness is to set the highest possible bar. Paul was not 
worried. He had lived openly before both audiences.

2.  Paul Culls His Work — 2:10b

“...how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you who believe.”

Three adverbs, each a Greek word worth sitting with:

● Devoutly (ὁσίως) — in a holy manner, set apart to God; the root is the same word used 
of things consecrated to God.

● Justly (δικαίως) — righteously, conforming to God's own standard of right.

● Blamelessly (ἀμέμπτως) — without blame; the community could find no charge to bring.

These three together describe a life that matched the message.

D.  Paul's Apprehensions — 2:11–12

1.  A Fatherly Concern — 2:11

“...as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father 
does his own children...”

This is the fourth time Paul says “as you know” in this passage (cf. 1:5; 2:2; 2:5). He is not 
building a case on assertion alone — he is appealing to what they personally witnessed. Notice 
the shift in metaphor: he was a nursing mother in verses 7–8; now he is a father. Both images 
are needed. The mother nourishes; the father trains and challenges. Three verbs describe his 
fatherly ministry:

● Exhorted (παρακαλοῦντες) — called alongside, not in confrontation but in consolation. 
This is the very word root used for the Holy Spirit as Paraclete (John 14:16). Paul and 
the Spirit work from the same posture.

● Comforted (παραμυθούμενοι) — with an arm around the shoulder; tender and personal.

● Charged (μαρτυρόμενοι) — to testify, to bear witness; to encourage from personal 
experience as well as from the Word. The root gives us the English word martyr. To 
charge someone in this sense is to let what you have suffered and seen speak alongside 
the Scripture.

2.  A Fundamental Concern — 2:12

“...that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”

Paul's deepest concern was not attendance, numbers, or reputation. It was the quality of their 
walk — that they would live in a manner consistent with the God who called them. They had 
been called to enter the kingdom and to share in God's glory. Their daily lives should reflect that 
destination.

A church Paul was associated with posted a sign at the back of the sanctuary — visible only to 
those walking out the door — that read: “You are now entering the mission field.” That is where 
it all goes. Out the door, into the neighborhood, the workplace, the family. And as you go: don't 
get in God's way.
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Conclusion

Paul's ministry at Thessalonica was a model of delivering the gospel faithfully. He was 
dedicated in his coming, courageous in his circumstances, honest in his assertions, genuine in 
his actions, holy in his attitude, and pastoral in his apprehensions. Not one of these qualities 
was natural to him — all of them were the fruit of a man who had gotten out of God's way and 
let the Spirit work through him.

Every one of these characteristics is available to us by the same Spirit. God has entrusted the 
gospel to you. Speak it. Don't dilute it. Don't exploit it. Don't perform it. Just deliver it.

Lord, thank You that this word is Yours. The gospel.
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  SELF-STUDY GUIDE④

For use during the group meeting · Focused on the commentary text

Greek Word Study
Grammar and parsing per Blue Letter Bible. Sources cited selectively — only where a source most clearly 
establishes the word's meaning and significance in this verse.

Verse

Greek Word 
(Lexical Form) / 

English 
Translation

Strong's # / 
Transliteration / 

Grammatical Form
Definition & Significance

v. 1 κενός
empty, in vain

G2756
kenón
Acc. Sg. Neut. 
(adverbial)

STR: Empty, void of result — the basic gloss 
carries the sense cleanly on its own.

MRV: In secular and nautical Greek, kenos 
described a ship returning to port without cargo 
— empty-handed, having accomplished nothing 
worth the voyage.

Significance: Paul insists his coming was not 
kenos. The image is not mere failure but a 
wasted trip — freight promised but never 
delivered. Fruitless ministry is not neutral; it 
represents a breach of the trust God has placed 
in the messenger.

v. 2 παρρησιάζομαι
we spoke boldly

G3955
eparrēsiasámetha
Aor. Ind. Mid./Dep. 1st 
Pl.

ATR: The aorist is ingressive — it marks the 
decisive moment Paul broke into bold speech 
despite recent suffering, not a general 
disposition.

Significance: The word implies more than 
volume; it is a willingness to speak in the open 
with nothing hidden — the opposite of a cautious 
or calculated presentation. Boldness here is 
circumstantial courage, not natural 
temperament.

v. 3 πλάνη
error

G4106
plánēs
Gen. Sg. Fem.

STR: Wandering, roaming; by extension, a 
wandering from the truth — the root of the 
English ‘planet’ (wandering star).

LXX: The Greek OT regularly uses this word-
group for Israel's wandering after false gods, 
carrying forward the sense of straying from the 
one true God rather than mere intellectual 
mistake.

Significance: Paul's message was not a planē 
— not a drifting, untethered teaching that leads 
hearers astray — but anchored in revealed truth.

v. 3 ἀκαθαρσία
uncleanness

G167
akatharsías
Gen. Sg. Fem.

STR: Impurity, uncleanness — used broadly of 
moral defilement.

VINE: Elsewhere in the NT (Rom. 1:24; Eph. 
4:19; 5:3) the word is paired with sexual sin and 
unrestrained appetite, showing a consistent NT 
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usage for moral, not merely ceremonial, impurity.

Significance: Contrasts Paul's ministry sharply 
with the sexual immorality woven into pagan 
religion. The gospel is pure in both content and 
conduct.

v. 3 δόλος
deceit

G1388
dólō
Dat. Sg. Masc.

STR: Craft, deceit, guile — the basic gloss is 
sufficient starting point.

MRV: Classically the word described bait used 
to lure fish or the concealed hook of a trap — a 
lure that hides its true purpose until the catch is 
made.

Significance: Paul set no traps. He laid out the 
gospel plainly, with nothing concealed behind an 
attractive presentation.

v. 4 δοκιμάζω
we have been 
approved

G1381
dedokimásmetha
Perf. Ind. Pass. 1st Pl.

ATR: The perfect tense marks a completed test 
with a continuing result: Paul was tested in the 
past and stands approved in the present — not a 
one-time pass but an abiding status.

Significance: The metallurgist's word — 
assaying metal in fire. Paul has been fire-tested 
and found genuine. The same God who tested 
Paul tests our hearts; the standard does not shift 
with the messenger.

v. 4 πιστεύω
to be entrusted

G4100
pisteuthēnai
Aor. Inf. Pass.

THAY: Beyond the familiar active sense ‘to 
believe,’ Thayer notes the passive use of this 
verb for being intrusted with a thing committed to 
one's charge — the same root turned outward, 
from receiving trust to carrying it.

Significance: Same root as faith. Paul trusted 
God for salvation; God trusted Paul with the 
gospel. The symmetry is intentional — the very 
verb that describes receiving eternal life also 
describes receiving a stewardship.

v. 7 τροφός
nursing mother

G5162
trophós
Nom. Sg. Fem.

THAY: A nursing mother or nurse — a rare NT 
term denoting one who feeds and tends an infant 
from her own body, not merely one who 
supervises a child.

Significance: Emphasizes not just warmth but 
the giving of one's own substance to nourish 
another. Paul's ministry was sacrificially 
maternal, not transactional.

v. 11 παρακαλοῦντες
exhorting

G3870
parakalountes
Pres. Ptc. Act. Nom. 
Pl. Masc.

VINE: The same root appears across the NT for 
the Holy Spirit as Paraclete, one called 
alongside to help (John 14:16) — usage 
elsewhere in the NT frames the word around 
presence and aid rather than confrontation.

Significance: Paul and the Spirit operate from 
the same posture: not standing over, but coming 
alongside — consolation rather than accusation.

v. 11 μαρτυρόμενοι G3143 MRV: In classical usage the word was a legal 
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testifying, charging martyromenoi
Pres. Ptc. Mid./Dep. 
Nom. Pl. Masc.

term — to call someone to witness a solemn 
charge, the root from which the English ‘martyr’ 
later developed as one whose life itself bore 
testimony.

Significance: To charge someone in this sense 
is to let personal, lived experience speak 
alongside the Word — testimony reinforcing 
teaching.

v. 12 ἀξίως
worthily

G516
axíōs
Adverb

STR: In a manner worthy of, corresponding to — 
the basic gloss captures the sense directly.

ATR: As an adverb modifying the call to ‘walk,’ 
the grammatical force is one of ongoing 
correspondence — a continuous matching of 
conduct to calling, not a single act.

Significance: From axios, a balance scale. The 
call is for a life that carries the same weight as 
the calling — not performance for approval, but 
genuine correspondence between who God says 
we are and how we live.

Grammar Abbreviation Key

Category Abbreviations

Cases (Nouns / 
Adjectives)

Nom. (Nominative) · Gen. (Genitive) · Dat. (Dative) · Acc. (Accusative) · Voc. 
(Vocative)

Number Sg. (Singular) · Pl. (Plural)

Gender Masc. (Masculine) · Fem. (Feminine) · Neut. (Neuter)

Verb Mood Ind. (Indicative) · Imp. (Imperative) · Subj. (Subjunctive) · Opt. (Optative) · Inf. 
(Infinitive) · Ptc. (Participle)

Verb Tense Pres. (Present) · Imperf. (Imperfect) · Fut. (Future) · Aor. (Aorist) · Perf. 
(Perfect) · Plpf. (Pluperfect)

Verb Voice Act. (Active) · Mid. (Middle) · Pass. (Passive)

Verb Person / Number 1st Sg. / 1st Pl. · 2nd Sg. / 2nd Pl. · 3rd Sg. / 3rd Pl.

Study Questions

Part 1 — From the Commentary

Review the outline as a group before moving to the discussion questions.

Outline Point (Commentary) Commentary Summary

I.A — Paul's Coming (2:1) His coming was not in vain — success belongs to 
God, failure belongs to man.

I.B — Paul's Circumstance (2:2)

II.A — Paul's Assertions (2:3–4)
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II.B — Paul's Actions (2:5–9)

II.C — Paul's Attitude (2:10)

II.D — Paul's Apprehensions (2:11–12)

Part 2 — Study Questions

Leader answer boxes are drawn from the Commentary and Greek Word Study above.

1. Paul denies three things about his ministry in verse 3 — error, uncleanness, and deceit. What 
specific dangers does each one represent for a gospel messenger today?

Leader Answer:

Error is teaching unverified or unbiblical content; uncleanness is a lifestyle that contradicts the 
message; deceit is manipulating or overselling the gospel's benefits. Each corrupts the 
message at a different point — content, character, or method — and all three are ruled out by 
πλάνη, ἀκαθαρσία, and δόλος in v.3 (see Greek Word Study).

2. The Greek word dokimazō (v.4) describes Paul as one who has been tested and approved. What 
does that kind of testing imply about how God equips those He uses? What does it mean for your 
own preparation for ministry?

Leader Answer:

The perfect tense of dedokimásmetha implies a settled, ongoing status following genuine 
testing — God does not shortcut the process. For us, it means present struggles or scrutiny 
may be the very fire that qualifies us to carry the gospel faithfully, not a disqualification from it.

3. Paul uses a nursing mother (v.7) and a father (v.11) as two different pictures of ministry. What is 
distinctive about each image? What would a ministry shaped by both look like in your own church or 
small group?

Leader Answer:

The mother (trophos) nourishes, comforts, and gives of her own substance; the father exhorts, 
encourages, and charges toward maturity. A balanced ministry holds both — tenderness that 
nurtures new believers and challenge that calls them to walk worthy.

4. Paul says “as you know” four times (1:5; 2:2; 2:5; 2:11). Why does he appeal to their eyewitness 
memory? What does that tell us about the relationship between a messenger's life and the credibility 
of their message?

Leader Answer:

Paul is not merely asserting his integrity — he is inviting them to verify it from what they 
personally observed. A messenger's life is either the strongest confirmation of the gospel or its 
greatest obstacle; credibility is built by consistency over time, witnessed by others.

5. Verse 12 is Paul's stated goal for everything in this passage: “that you would walk worthy of God.” 
What does axiōs (worthily, of equal weight) suggest about what a worthy walk looks like — and how 
is it different from earning acceptance?
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Leader Answer:
Axiōs pictures a balance scale — conduct that carries the same weight as the calling received. 
It describes correspondence, not payment: the walk is the fitting response to a calling already 
given, not a transaction that purchases it.

Part 3 — Passage Summary

Complete the table as a group. In the middle column, summarize what Paul actually did. In the right column, 
name one implication for your ministry or daily life.

Theme (Verse) What Paul Did
What This Means for Us 

Today

Dedication (vv.1–2)

Integrity of Message (v.3)

Trust & Responsibility (v.4)

Refusing Guile / Gain / Glory 
(vv.5–6)

Gentleness & Love (vv.7–8)

Self-Support / Servanthood 
(v.9)

Holy Character (v.10)

Fatherly Care (v.11)

Walking Worthy (v.12)
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  APPLICATION⑤

Application 1 — Deliver the Gospel Without Diluting It
Scripture Anchor: 1 Thessalonians 2:4 — “...as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with 
the gospel, even so we speak.”
Source: Commentary §II.A.1 (Paul's Assertions) and Greek Word Study — δοκιμάζω, πιστεύω

The gospel is not our message to revise. We are stewards, not authors. When we add promises 
the gospel doesn't make, or soften the warnings it does make, we are not being kind — we are 
being unfaithful to the trust God has placed in us. Paul's exhortation in verse 3 frames the 
negative: no error, no impurity, no deceit. Verse 4 frames the positive: speak on the basis of 
what God has approved. Our content is not ours to edit.

Personal Reflection: What elements of the gospel do you find hardest to share honestly? Is there a 
warning you have softened, a promise you have overstated, or a truth you have omitted entirely — 
and why?

Practical Step: Before your next gospel conversation, write down in one sentence exactly what you 
will say. Keep it honest, clear, and anchored directly in Scripture. Then check your motives: are you 
speaking to please the person or to please God?

For further study on preserving the gospel's content against subtraction or addition, see Zane C. Hodges, Absolutely Free: A 
Biblical Reply to Lordship Salvation (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989) — FGR Category .③

Application 2 — Refuse the Three G's: Guile, Gain, and Glory
Scripture Anchor: 1 Thessalonians 2:5–6 — “...neither at any time did we use flattering words, nor a 
cloak for covetousness... nor did we seek glory from men.”
Source: Commentary §II.B.1 (What He Refused)

Every gospel messenger faces the temptation to leverage the message for personal advantage 
— social influence, financial benefit, or public recognition. Paul modeled radical renunciation of 
all three. His claim is reinforced by two witnesses: the Thessalonians who watched him live, and 
God who knows the heart. The gospel cannot simultaneously be the vehicle of our personal 
advancement and the vehicle of God's kingdom work.

Personal Reflection: Which of the three — guile, gain, or glory — poses the greatest temptation for 
you? In what settings do you find yourself using spiritual language in ways that are more self-serving 
than servant-hearted?

Practical Step: Identify one context this week where you might naturally seek recognition for a 
spiritual contribution. Deliberately step back. Do not mention what you did. Let the work speak 
without drawing attention to yourself. Afterward, note what you felt.

Application 3 — Impart Not Just the Gospel, But Your Life
Scripture Anchor: 1 Thessalonians 2:8 — “...we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel 
of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.”
Source: Commentary §II.B.2 (What He Revealed) and Devotional

Paul's model of evangelism was not the traveling salesman who closes the deal and moves on. 
It was the parent who stays — who gives not only the message but the self. The word impart 
(metadidōmi) means to share by giving a portion of what belongs to you. Paul shared his own 
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life. Evangelism is not only a hands-on job; it is an arms-around job. Someone in your world 
right now may need more than a tract. They may need a person.

Personal Reflection: Who in your life are you currently near but not really present with? What is the 
difference between proximity and genuine presence — and what would it take to move from one to 
the other?

Practical Step: Identify one person in your community who is not yet a believer and is not well-
connected to other Christians. Schedule one meal, one coffee, or one visit with them this month — 
not to give them a gospel presentation in one sitting, but to begin being genuinely present in their 
life.

Application 4 — Walk Worthy of the Calling
Scripture Anchor: 1 Thessalonians 2:12 — “...that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His 
own kingdom and glory.”
Source: Commentary §II.D.2 (Paul's Apprehensions) and Greek Word Study — ἀξίως

Paul's deepest concern in this passage was not conversion statistics but the quality of daily life 
among those who had believed. Axiōs — worthily — means to carry equal weight on the scale: 
the weight of the calling and the weight of the walk must correspond. You have been called to 
the kingdom of God and to share in His glory. That calling should show up in the texture of your 
ordinary week — in how you speak, spend, serve, and love.

Corporate Reflection: As a community of faith, where is there a visible gap between the gospel we 
preach and the way we live together? Name it honestly — not for condemnation, but for change.

Practical Step: As a group, identify one area of your common life (generosity, honesty, hospitality, 
care for the overlooked) where God is calling you to walk worthier. Name one concrete action your 
group can take in the next 30 days, and assign someone to follow up.

End of Study · 1 Thessalonians 2:1–12
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