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  THE BIBLICAL TEXT①

1 Thessalonians 2:13–20 (NKJV)

13  For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the 
word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.

14  For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ 
Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did 
from the Judeans,

15  who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and 
they do not please God and are contrary to all men,

16  forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the 
measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.

17  But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time in presence, not in 
heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire.

18  Therefore we wanted to come to you—even I, Paul, time and again—but Satan hindered 
us.

19  For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?

20  For you are our glory and joy.

Page 2 of 15



  DEVOTIONAL②

Read this before the group meets · approximately 1 minute

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For you are our glory and 
joy.” — 1 Thessalonians 2:19–20

Paul had been forced to leave Thessalonica. He couldn't get back. And yet he was not anxious 
— he was expectant. He knew that what had been planted in those people was real, because 
the Word that went into them was not his word. It was God's Word, and God's Word works. It 
keeps working, long after the teacher leaves the room.

His crown was not a title or a trophy case. It was people. The Thessalonians themselves — their 
faith, their growth, their endurance under pressure — were the proof that his life had counted for 
something. Paul loved people and used things. Solomon did the reverse, and Scripture calls it 
failure.

Before your group meets, sit with that question: what is your glory and joy? What would you 
bring to the Lord and say, here — this is what I did with what You gave me?

For Reflection:

● The Word of God ‘effectively works’ in believers — not just at salvation, but for a lifetime. 
Where is it working most actively in you right now?

● Paul's joy was rooted in people, not programs or achievements. Who comes to mind 
when you think about what God has done through your life in someone else?

● The sermon contrasts Solomon — who loved things and used people — with David and 
Paul, who used things and loved people. Which pattern is more honest about your own 
life this week?

Come to the group ready to give an honest answer to the question Paul leaves with us.
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  COMMENTARY — Sermon Outline with Notes③

Teacher preparation resource · Full text organized under outline headings

A successful life of service is marked by a Word rightly received, a cost 
rightly counted, and a crown rightly anticipated — and it ends with one 

question: what is your glory and joy?

I.  The Success of Paul's Converts — 2:13–14

A.  How They Accepted the Word — 2:13

1.  In All Its Divine Authenticity — 2:13a

“...you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God...”

Later, by the time seminary was reached, they were changing things up. Don't just say inspired 
— say verbally inspired. Every word in Scripture is inspired of God verbally. And then came the 
word plenary — fully, every part of the Word of God. So every word and every part of the Bible 
is inspired verbally and completely.

The Thessalonians didn't have a Bible to hold up and point to. If you are a witness today, you 
say, ‘Look here, it says right here in the Bible.’ They didn't have that. Maybe they had access to 
it, but maybe they didn't. They heard Paul, and Paul spoke the word to them, and they believed 
it. They believed it as the Word of God. It is interesting to see that they took Paul's word — and 
of course nothing more than the Holy Spirit working through that to reach their hearts — so they 
believed the authenticity of the Word.

Paul's deep gratitude in verse 13 rests on one foundation: when the Thessalonians received the 
word, they did not receive it as the word of men. They received it as the Word of God. That 
distinction matters enormously. A word from men can be debated, modified, or ignored. The 
Word of God demands a response. It carries authority.

2.  In All Its Divine Achievement — 2:13b

“...which also effectively works in you who believe.”

They also believed in its divine achievement, which effectively works in you who believe. If you 
are not careful, you will get the idea that Paul is talking here about evangelism — talking about 
their salvation. Well, that is part of it, but he says, ‘Remember, it effectively works in you, 
believers.’ So it is not just salvation here. He is talking about discipleship, about the working of 
the Word for a lifetime.

And according to Paul, it does something — it effectively works in those who believe it. Not 
worked, past tense. Works, present tense. This is ongoing, active, continuous operation of the 
Word in the life of the believer. Paul is describing discipleship, the process of the Word shaping, 
correcting, strengthening, and maturing the believer day by day throughout a lifetime.
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B.  How They Acted on the Word — 2:14

1.  Whom They Followed — 2:14a

“For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ 
Jesus.”

Paul is not referring to the Judean Christians as spiritual models of how to live the Christian life. 
He is not saying, go imitate their piety. He is saying something more sobering: you followed 
them in consequence. The consequences of their receiving the gospel were the same as your 
consequences. They were persecuted. You are persecuted.

2.  What They Faced — 2:14b

“For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the 
Judeans...”

It is their own countrymen — not just Jews but Gentiles as well — who are persecuting the 
Thessalonians. The success of these converts, then, is not measured in comfort or ease. It is 
measured in faithfulness under fire. They heard the Word, believed the Word, acted on the 
Word — and paid for it with suffering. That is the mark of genuine reception.

II.  The Sin of Paul's Countrymen — 2:15–16

Paul now speaks with unusual directness about the Jewish leadership — his own countrymen 
— who opposed the gospel. He identifies five distinct expressions of their sin.

A.  Their Provocation — 2:15a

“...who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us...”

They killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us. Some might 
argue that it was the Romans who drove the nails. That is true. But it was the Jewish leadership 
who demanded the crucifixion, who worked every available channel, who maneuvered Pilate 
into the position where he felt he had no choice. Reading Matthew chapters 26 through 29 
makes this plain. The Jewish leadership was responsible for Christ's death — there is no 
question about it.

They also killed their own prophets. This could include Isaiah and Jeremiah. The tradition says 
Isaiah was sawn in two — Hebrews references someone ‘sawn asunder,’ and that tradition 
points to Isaiah. Jesus himself, in Luke, declares: ‘The blood of all the prophets, which was shed 
from the foundation of the world, may be required of this generation — from the blood of Abel to 
the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the temple.’ They not only killed 
Jesus; they killed the prophets; and they persecuted Paul himself, who had once been the chief 
persecutor of Christians, who had put them in jail and done all manner of things to them.

B.  Their Presumption — 2:15b

“...and they do not please God...”
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They had two thousand years of history before Christ. God called Abraham. He gave them the 
law. He gave them everything — his special chosen people. And yet they did not try to please 
God. They tried to please themselves. They spit in the face of Jesus. They delighted in his 
suffering. They demanded that Pilate seal the tomb: ‘Don't let him get out.’ They invented a lie 
to disprove the resurrection. They rejected the Holy Spirit. They murdered Stephen. They 
attempted to kill Paul many times. They left him for dead in Lystra. All of that — not pleasing 
God, but doing whatever it took to protect themselves and suppress the gospel.

C.  Their Perversity — 2:15c

“...and are contrary to all men...”

The nation was called by God to be his instrument. He called them out. He was going to work 
through them. They were supposed to carry his message to the world. Instead, they took 
advantage of the blessings and turned them inward. They were supposed to be reaching out to 
the world, but instead they were showing the world how much they had. ‘We are special.’ And 
they are — they are genuinely special. But they took that gift and used it as a wall rather than a 
door. They pushed people away. When you do that — when you walk around saying you are 
better than everyone else — it becomes a reason for others to hate you. In becoming contrary 
to all men, they also became contrary to God himself.

D.  Their Prejudice — 2:16a

“...forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved...”

Verse 16 says they were forbidding the gospel-bearers to speak to the Gentiles, that they may 
be saved. They called the Gentiles dogs. God had intended them to be the conduit of blessing 
to every nation, but they were now actively blocking the channel. They were not content merely 
to reject the gospel themselves — they worked to prevent others from hearing it.

E.  Their Punishment — 2:16b

“...so as always to fill up the measure of their sins; but wrath has come upon them to the 
uttermost.”

Paul uses the past tense — ‘has come’ — and it is used as a past tense to show just how 
certain and definite it is. God does this in Scripture. Romans 8:30: ‘Moreover, whom he 
predestinated, them he also called; and whom he called, them he also justified; and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified.’ Are you glorified yet? No — but it is as certain as if it had 
already happened. The same logic applies here to the judgment on these Jewish leaders. The 
wrath is there, it is waiting, and it is going to happen.

God suffers long — he is patient. He was patient even with the Amorites. He said to Abraham: 
you are going to go down into Egypt, you will be there for four hundred years, because the sin of 
the Amorites is not yet full. Four hundred more years of patience for them. And finally, after four 
hundred years, he brought Israel into the land and said, take it. God waited almost forty years 
before he judged the generation that killed Jesus. In AD 70 the nation was devastated. Jesus 
had said there would not be one stone left upon another of that beautiful temple — and that is 
exactly what happened. Their measure was full.
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There is more judgment ahead for Israel. The nation will sign a seven-year peace treaty with the 
Antichrist — that treaty is the one described in Daniel 9:27. In the middle of that treaty, he will 
break it, take over the rebuilt temple, defile it, and launch a holocaust that will make Hitler's 
holocaust look like nothing. All of this is included in the tribulation predicted for the nation. You 
can read about it in Daniel 9 and Revelation 16.

III.  The Sureness of Paul's Crown — 2:17–20

A.  Paul's Earnest Desire — 2:17–18

1.  His Great Hope — 2:17

“But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short time in presence, not in 
heart, endeavored more eagerly to see your face with great desire.”

Paul was separated from them geographically, but he was not separated from them in heart. He 
longed to see them. He wanted to be there for them. In his heart he thought about them, prayed 
about them, and looked for ways he might return. You can understand that — the longing to go 
back and see the people you love, the ones you have poured your life into.

2.  His Great Hindrance — 2:18

“Therefore we wanted to come to you — even I, Paul, time and again — but Satan hindered 
us.”

Somehow Paul knew that it was Satan who had blocked the path. That does not mean, 
however, that everything difficult is Satan's fault. James chapter 1 makes that clear: ‘Let no one 
say when he is tempted, I am tempted by God’ — and then, instead of saying Satan did it, 
James says: ‘each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own lusts and enticed.’ Do not 
blame God. Do not shove the blame off on Satan. In many cases, that is where we come from 
on our own. But Paul here had some specific information that it was indeed Satan who had 
hindered him from returning to Thessalonica.

B.  Paul's Eternal Delight — 2:19–20

1.  The Reward He Expected — 2:19a

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?”

These two verses carry us back to the judgment seat of Christ, where believers' works will be 
judged. Notice: believers' works will be judged, and rewards will be given — or not. The reward 
Paul hoped for was directly connected to his service from the time he believed. Our service runs 
from the time we believe until the time the Lord calls us or comes for us. That is the time we 
have. From the time we believe until we meet the Lord, we have that time to prepare for him.

There was a motto in the home: ‘Only one life will soon be past, only what's done for Christ will 
last.’ At any time you say, I cannot do that for the Lord because I am doing something else — 
that something else will not last. Only what is done for Christ will last. We serve him. We use our 
gifts to please him. Because one day we are going to stand before him, and he is going to say: 
what did you do with the gifts I gave you?
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First Corinthians 3 and Second Corinthians 5 describe the scene. There are good works and 
bad works. The bad works are called wood, hay, and stubble — good only for burning. The 
good works will be seen as gold, silver, and precious stones. Paul emphasizes here that those 
whom he has won to the Lord are his reward. The people he has led to Christ — they will be 
there. And when you stand there, where are your people? The sum that you know indicates the 
sum that you do not know. What your life is right here and now with other people will reflect 
what is going on out there as well.

2.  The Return He Expected — 2:19b

“Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?”

The Thessalonians will be part of Paul's reward — only a part, because he has not stopped. 
The first missionary journey, the second, a third yet to come. Thirteen letters. He kept carrying 
the Word, talking, talking, talking. ‘You, you Thessalonians — you are a part of it.’ At the 
parousia, the coming of the Lord — used here for the rapture of the church — there will be 
rejoicing.

3.  The Rejoicing He Expected — 2:20

“For you are our glory and joy.”

That leaves one question for each of us. What is your crown and glory?

Conclusion

A paraphrase from John Phillips: what people rejoice over indicates their character and spiritual 
condition. Solomon and his father, David, are two cases in point. Solomon, in spite of his good 
start, rejoiced in the things of this world: women, power, and riches. He was a colossal failure in 
God's eyes. Solomon loved things and used people. David, in spite of his mid-life failure, 
repented of his sin — especially Psalm 51 — and served God faithfully. David used things and 
loved people.

That is what Paul did. Paul loved people. He lived for people. He spent his life winning people to 
Christ and discipling them in the faith. His glory and joy was to see people saved and 
established in the things of Christ. His ambition was to see them at last as crowns and trophies 
— not to show off, but to lay at the feet of Jesus, who had done so much for him. The hymn 
says it well: ‘Bringing in the sheaves, sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness... we will 
come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.’ Scripture says he that wins souls is wise.

What is your glory and joy?

Lord, thank You for this Word.
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  SELF-STUDY GUIDE④

For use during the group meeting · Focused on the commentary text

Greek Word Study
Grammar and parsing per Blue Letter Bible. Sources cited selectively — only where a source most clearly 
establishes the word's meaning and significance in this verse.

Verse

Greek Word 
(Lexical Form) / 

English 
Translation

Strong's # / 
Transliteration / 

Grammatical Form
Definition & Significance

v. 13 δέχομαι
you welcomed

G1209
edéxasthe
Aor. Ind. Mid./Dep. 2nd 
Pl.

STR: To take to oneself, to receive, welcome — 
the basic gloss captures the deliberate act of 
reception.

THAY: Distinguished from merely hearing: 
Thayer notes this verb implies a favorable, 
deliberate welcoming of what is offered, not 
passive exposure to it.

Significance: Not passive reception but an 
active, intentional welcoming. The 
Thessalonians did not merely hear the Word — 
they opened themselves to it and received it as 
from God, not from Paul.

v. 13 ἐνεργέω
effectively works

G1754
energeîtai
Pres. Ind. Mid./Pass. 
3rd Sg.

ATR: The present tense marks continuous, 
ongoing operation rather than a completed past 
event — the Word is still actively working as 
Paul writes.

VINE: Used elsewhere of God's own power at 
work in believers (Eph. 1:19; Phil. 2:13), showing 
this is characteristically the vocabulary of divine, 
not merely human, activity.

Significance: The Word of God is not static 
information — it is an active agent that keeps 
working inside the believer. This is the language 
of ongoing discipleship, not a one-time event at 
salvation.

v. 14 μιμητής
imitators

G3402
mimētaí
Nom. Pl. Masc.

STR: One who mimics or follows the pattern of 
another — the basic gloss is sufficient on its 
own.

VINE: Paul uses this word repeatedly elsewhere 
(1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1; Eph. 5:1) for imitation of 
character or example — here, uniquely, of 
shared consequence rather than shared virtue.

Significance: The Thessalonians imitated the 
Judean churches not in spiritual style but in 
suffering consequence. Receiving the gospel 
faithfully produced the same result in both 
places: persecution by their own people.

v. 14 συμφυλέτης G4853 MRV: A rare compound (syn, together + phylē, 
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countrymen symphyletōn
Gen. Pl. Masc.

tribe) with almost no classical precedent outside 
this verse — Vincent notes its force falls on 
shared tribal or national identity, not mere 
geography.

Significance: Persecution came not from 
outsiders but from within their own communities. 
The most painful opposition is always from those 
closest to home.

v. 15 ἐναντίος
contrary

G1727
enantíōn
Gen. Pl. Masc. 
(adjectival)

STR: Opposite, contrary, hostile — from en (in) 
+ anti (against); the core gloss is sufficient.

MRV: In classical usage the word described an 
opponent positioned directly against another, as 
in battle-line or contest — not mere 
disagreement but active opposition.

Significance: The Jewish leaders were not 
merely indifferent to the gospel — they were 
actively positioned against it and against the 
messengers who carried it.

v. 16 ἀναπληρόω
to fill up

G378
anaplērōsai
Aor. Inf. Act.

STR: To fill up completely, to bring to the full 
measure — from ana (up) + plēroō (to fill).

ATR: The infinitive expresses result — every act 
of opposition functioned to bring the measure to 
completion, a grammatical picture of cumulative 
guilt reaching its limit.

Significance: God's patience is real, but it has a 
limit — and his justice is as certain as his grace.

v. 16 ὀργή
wrath

G3709
orgē
Nom. Sg. Fem.

STR: Settled indignation, judicial anger — not a 
burst of temper but a considered verdict.

LXX: The Greek OT consistently uses this word 
for God's covenant wrath against persistent, 
unrepented national sin, carrying that same 
judicial and covenantal freight into Paul's use 
here.

Significance: Used in the aorist-referencing 
past tense here to emphasize the absolute 
certainty of the coming judgment, as certain as if 
already executed.

v. 17 ἀπορφανίζω
taken away / 
orphaned

G642
aporphanisthéntes
Aor. Ptc. Pass. Nom. 
Pl. Masc.

THAY: A rare word for being bereaved as an 
orphan is bereaved of a parent — Thayer notes 
its unusual emotional intensity for describing a 
temporary ministry separation.

MRV: Classically rooted in orphanos (orphan); 
Vincent highlights that Paul reverses the 
expected direction — the shepherd describes 
himself, not the flock, as the one orphaned.

Significance: The word Paul uses for his 
separation from them is the word for a child 
losing a parent. The depth of pastoral affection in 
this one word is striking.

v. 18 ἐγκόπτω G1465 MRV: Used in secular Greek of cutting up a road 
to impede an advancing army — a vivid military 
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hindered enékopsen
Aor. Ind. Act. 3rd Sg.

metaphor for deliberate, strategic obstruction.

STR: To hinder, impede, cut into one's path — 
the basic gloss confirms the sense of active 
obstruction.

Significance: Satan did not merely slow Paul 
down — he actively cut the path. The word 
conveys deliberate, strategic opposition to 
gospel work.

v. 19 παρουσία
coming

G3952
parousía
Dat. Sg. Fem.

STR: Presence, arrival, coming — the technical 
NT term for the return of Christ.

VINE: Used consistently across the NT (1 
Thess. 4:15; 2 Thess. 2:1) as the standard term 
for the Rapture and the Lord's return, giving this 
occurrence its established, technical force.

Significance: Used here specifically of the 
Rapture — Christ's coming for his church. Paul's 
joy at the parousia will be the people he has led 
to Christ standing in that presence.

v. 19 στέφανος
crown

G4735
stéphanos
Nom. Sg. Masc.

STR: A wreath or garland given to a victor — the 
athlete's or conqueror's crown, earned rather 
than inherited.

VINE: Consistently distinguished elsewhere in 
the NT (1 Cor. 9:25; 2 Tim. 4:8) from diadēma, 
the royal crown of inherited rule — stephanos is 
always a crown of achievement or reward.

Significance: Paul's stephanos is the souls of 
those he has won — the fruit of faithfulness laid 
at the feet of Christ, not a title or possession.

v. 20 δόξα
glory

G1391
dóxa
Nom. Sg. Fem.

STR: Glory, honor, radiance — the same word 
used of God's own glory.

THAY: Thayer notes the semantic range runs 
from visible splendor to reputation and honor — 
here Paul applies to people the word ordinarily 
reserved for divine or exalted brilliance.

Significance: Paul calls these people his doxa 
— they reflect back the light of what God has 
done through his ministry. The highest 
compliment a pastor can pay a congregation.

Grammar Abbreviation Key

Category Abbreviations

Cases (Nouns / 
Adjectives)

Nom. (Nominative) · Gen. (Genitive) · Dat. (Dative) · Acc. (Accusative) · Voc. 
(Vocative)

Number Sg. (Singular) · Pl. (Plural)

Gender Masc. (Masculine) · Fem. (Feminine) · Neut. (Neuter)

Verb Mood Ind. (Indicative) · Imp. (Imperative) · Subj. (Subjunctive) · Opt. (Optative) · Inf. 
(Infinitive) · Ptc. (Participle)
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Verb Tense Pres. (Present) · Imperf. (Imperfect) · Fut. (Future) · Aor. (Aorist) · Perf. 
(Perfect) · Plpf. (Pluperfect)

Verb Voice Act. (Active) · Mid. (Middle) · Pass. (Passive)

Verb Person / Number 1st Sg. / 1st Pl. · 2nd Sg. / 2nd Pl. · 3rd Sg. / 3rd Pl.

Study Questions

Part 1 — From the Commentary

Review the outline as a group before moving to the discussion questions.

Outline Point (Commentary) Commentary Summary

I.A — How They Accepted the Word (2:13) Received as the very Word of God, not the word of 
men — and that Word keeps working in believers.

I.B — How They Acted on the Word (2:14)

II — The Sin of Paul's Countrymen (2:15–16)

III.A — Paul's Earnest Desire (2:17–18)

III.B — Paul's Eternal Delight (2:19–20)

Part 2 — Study Questions

Leader answer boxes are drawn from the Commentary and Greek Word Study above.

1. The Word of God ‘effectively works’ (energeō) in believers — present tense, ongoing. What does 
this say about the role of Scripture beyond the moment of salvation?

Leader Answer:
Energeō (root of ‘energy’) describes the Word as an active, ongoing agent inside the believer — 
not a one-time ignition but a continuous operation. Paul is talking about discipleship, not just 
evangelism. The Word keeps shaping, correcting, strengthening, and maturing the believer 
across a lifetime.

2. Why does Paul say the Thessalonians ‘imitated’ the Judean churches — and what exactly did 
they imitate?

Leader Answer:

The imitation was not spiritual style or piety. Paul is pointing to consequence: just as the Judean 
churches were persecuted by their own people for receiving the gospel, so the Thessalonians 
suffered at the hands of their own countrymen. Faithful reception of the Word produces a 
predictable result — not comfort, but conflict.

3. The sermon uses Romans 8:30 to explain the past tense ‘wrath has come’ in verse 16. What is 
the logic of that connection?

Leader Answer:
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Romans 8:30 uses past tense for glorification — something that has not yet happened but is so 
certain in God's purposes that it is spoken of as complete. The same logic applies to the wrath 
in 2:16. Paul uses the past tense not because the full judgment has already fallen but because 
in God's economy, what he has decreed is as certain as if it were done.

4. What does aporphanizō (v.17 — ‘taken away’) reveal about Paul's relationship with this 
congregation?

Leader Answer:

Aporphanizō is the word for a child being orphaned — bereft, torn away from the one who loves 
and cares for them. Paul applies it to his own separation from the Thessalonians. He is not 
merely an itinerant teacher who has moved on to the next stop; he is a parent who has been 
wrenched from his children.

5. The sermon contrasts Solomon and David. What does Paul's crown (stephanos) reveal about 
what he truly valued?

Leader Answer:
Stephanos is the victor's wreath — earned by faithful effort, not inherited. Paul's crown is not 
gold or achievement; it is people. This reveals that Paul, like David, used things and loved 
people. Solomon loved things and used people — and Scripture calls that failure. What we 
rejoice in reveals our character and our true priorities.

Part 3 — Passage Summary

Review the table as a group to see the whole passage at a glance.

Verse Key Truth Key Greek Term(s)

2:13 The Word was received as God's own Word — and it works 
continuously in believers

Dechomai · Energeō

2:14 They followed the Judean churches in suffering for the 
gospel

Mimētēs · Symphyletēs

2:15–16 Paul's countrymen killed Christ and the prophets, 
persecuted Paul, and stand under certain coming wrath

Enantios · Anaplēroō · 
Orgē

2:17 Separated in body, not in heart — orphaned, not indifferent Aporphanizō

2:18 Satan actively cut the road — strategic spiritual hindrance Enkoptō

2:19 Paul's crown at the Rapture: the people he won to Christ Parousia · Stephanos

2:20 They are his doxa — they reflect what God did through him Doxa
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  APPLICATION⑤

These applications arise directly from the text and the sermon. Consider each one personally and as a 
member of your local church.

Application 1 — Receive the Word as the Word of God, Not the Word of Men
Scripture Anchor: 1 Thessalonians 2:13 — “...you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.”
Source: Commentary §I.A (How They Accepted the Word) and Greek Word Study — δέχομαι, ἐνεργέω

The Thessalonians did not merely attend a lecture. They opened themselves to the Word as a 
message from God himself — and that posture was what allowed the Word to keep working in 
them. The Greek energeō describes an ongoing, active operation. The Word is not inert. It is 
doing something in those who receive it rightly. The question is whether we are positioned to 
receive it that way.

Personal Reflection: When you read Scripture or hear it taught, are you evaluating it as one idea 
among many — or receiving it as the living Word of God with authority over your life? What 
difference would it make this week if you approached every encounter with Scripture with the 
deliberate posture of the Thessalonians?

Practical Step: Before your next time in the Word — personal reading, group study, or Sunday 
teaching — pause and pray: ‘Lord, I receive this as Your Word, not a man's word. Let it work in me.’ 
Then notice what it says that you would prefer to set aside.

Application 2 — Expect That Faithful Reception Will Cost Something
Scripture Anchor: 1 Thessalonians 2:14 — “For you also suffered the same things from your own 
countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans.”
Source: Commentary §I.B (How They Acted on the Word) and Greek Word Study — μιμητής, συμφυλέτης

The Thessalonians did not get comfort when they received the gospel — they got persecution 
from their own people. The mark of genuine reception is not ease but faithfulness under fire. If 
we expect the Christian life to be frictionless, we are not reading Paul's letters carefully. 
Suffering at home, from countrymen, from those closest to us, is a sign of authenticity, not 
failure.

Personal Reflection: Is there a relationship — family, colleague, neighbor — where your faith has 
created tension or distance? Rather than treating that as a problem to solve, consider: is this what it 
looks like to follow faithfully? How does that reframe the difficulty?

Practical Step: Identify one person in your life who has pushed back on your faith. Pray for them 
specifically this week — not that the friction would go away, but that they would encounter the same 
Word that changed you.

Application 3 — Use Things and Love People
Scripture Anchor: 1 Thessalonians 2:19–20 — “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?... 
For you are our glory and joy.”
Source: Commentary §III.B (Paul's Eternal Delight) and Conclusion

The sermon draws the contrast plainly: Solomon loved things and used people — failure. David 
used things and loved people — faithfulness. Paul's crown at the judgment seat will be people, 
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not achievements. What we rejoice in reveals our character. If our deepest satisfactions are 
possessions, status, or accomplishment, we are on Solomon's path. If our deepest satisfactions 
are the growth and flourishing of other people, we are on Paul's.

Personal Reflection: Honestly: what do you talk about most? What fills your mind when you are not 
distracted? What would you point to if the Lord asked today what you had done with what he gave 
you? Is the answer people — or things?

Practical Step: Name one person whose growth in Christ you feel some responsibility for — 
someone you are investing in, praying for, or walking alongside. If no name comes to mind, ask God 
this week to show you whose life you are meant to pour into.

Application 4 — Let Eternity Shape What You Do Today
Scripture Anchor: 1 Thessalonians 2:19 — “...crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?”
Source: Commentary §III.B.1 (The Reward He Expected) and Greek Word Study — στέφανος, παρουσία

The judgment seat of Christ is coming. Believers' works will be judged — not for condemnation, 
but for reward. Our service runs from the time we believe until we meet the Lord. That is our 
window. Wood, hay, and stubble burn. Gold, silver, and precious stones remain. What we do for 
Christ — in obscurity, without applause, without recognition — is what lasts.

Personal Reflection: Is there something God has been asking you to do that you have been 
deferring? A conversation you have been avoiding, a gift you have not used, a person you have 
been meaning to invest in? How does the coming parousia reframe your reasons for waiting?

Practical Step: Do one thing this week that you would want to have done when you stand before 
the Lord. Do it not out of fear, but out of love for the One who did so much for you — the same 
motivation that drove Paul.

For further study on the believer's reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ as distinct from salvation itself, see Zane C. 
Hodges, Grace in Eclipse: A Study on Eternal Rewards, 2nd ed. (Denton, TX: Grace Evangelical Society, 2007) — FGR 
Category .②

End of Study · 1 Thessalonians 2:13–20
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